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Newsletter of the Ferry County Historical Society

Misscon Stalement
The purpose of the Ferry County Historical Society is to preserve, exhibit, interpret, and promote public interest in objects, docu-
ments, [photographs], and all other materials related to the history and prehistory of the geographical area known as Ferry County.

New Old Time Chautauqua parade

New Old Time Chautauqua to Visit Republic

The Washington State Parks Department and an organization called "New Old
Time Chautauqua" are joining forces to bring an interesting event to Republic.
Quotations from the organization's own literature probably convey what they're
all about better than an "outside" author can:

"The New Old Time Chautauqua is a community of performers, friends, and
families who see live performance as a way to share laughter, friendship and
wonder." Its mission is to "provide family oriented entertainment to diverse
communities, especially those with limited access to live performing arts. Our
traveling troupe works with local organizations and service groups with the in-
tention of inspiring creativity and supporting community.

"New Old Time Chautauqua tours annually with our ever-changing troupe of ~60 members, bringing our brand of
new vaudeville to entertain and inspire, to educate, and to support local community organizations. We strive to
serve all ages, by performing large-scale public shows, and smaller scale performances to local groups and popula-
tions including senior centers, nursing homes, soup kitchens, boys & girls clubs, youth detention centers and pris-
ons. We offer free workshops on topics ranging from circus skills to environmental sustainability."

The New Old Time Chautauqua's show includes a parade with a band and local participation, a vaudeville variety
show, community shows and service projects, and workshops on subjects From juggling, acrobatics, and mask-
making to alternative energy, global warming, health education, storytelling and much, much more.

So far the only involvement requested from the FCHS is permission to put signs in the Museum porch, in
the space formerly occupied by the snack vending machine, but we look forward to more involvement in
the spring. There will be more on New Old Time Chautauqua in the Spring Nugget.

2015 Visitors -

The Ferry County Historical Society Mu—\‘ l "'J
seum was open for the entire year, thanks

to the Stonerose staff who kept the doors open and re-
ferred historical questions to FCHS members. This
wasn't enough to offset the effect of multiple wildfires
in August, a month that usually brings heavy tourist
traffic. Our visitors totaled just over 500. The count for
2014 was over 1000. Both figures are very conserva-
tive since they represent only those who signed the
FCHS guest book. Many of the signatures are plural
last names or one signature representing a family of
unknown size. One private school class was represent-
ed by a single signature.

About 27% of the visitors came from Eastern Wash-
ington and 30% from Western Washington. The other
Pacific Northwest states contributed about 5%, as did
British Columbia. The rest of Canada and California
accounted for about 2% each. Other states represented
in the count were: Arizona, Colorado, Florida, Geor-
gia, Illinois, Kansas, Nevada, Oklahoma, Tennessee,
Utah, Virginia, Wisconsin and Wyoming. The three
visitors who indicated that they were from
"Washington" did not specify which one. Six of the
visitors indicated that they had family ties to Ferry
County but only about a dozen were current Ferry
County residents. Holland and Japan tied for the great-
est number of foreign visitors with 5 each. Smaller
numbers came from Germany, Australia, South Africa,
Switzerland and the United Kingdom.



Great Northern Railway Historical Society They're Coming Back !

The six members of The Great Northern Rail- in a series of "Reference Sheets" intended for
way Historical Society who visited Republic model railroaders who want to get their lay-
in May are coming back, and they're bringing outs just right. It features many photographs
friends! The organization's annual convention from the FCHS collection, maps from the

Great Northern archives and other
sources, time tables, discussions of the
freight carried by GN trains, descriptions
of cars and instructions for reproducing it
from Spokane to Wenatchee with over- all in model railroad form. It also con-
night stops in Republic and Omak. The = tains detailed instructions for researching
tour is open to GNRHS members only and ;@,&* historic sources and is, in itself, an excellent

is taking place in Spokane this year,
From September 17th through 21st. Fol-
lowing the convention there will be a bus
tour of the former Great Northern route

will accommodate 40 people. The current < iM% cxample of good research. The GNRHS has
count is about 25. kindly provided the FCHS with 15 copies of
Information collected during the May visit is Reference Sheet N0.397. We should decide at
incorporated in a publication Titled "Modeling the annual meeting if these should be sold or

GN's Eureka Gulch Spur". This is Number 397 put to some other use.

Cheers to RB(C!

Thanks to FCHS member Emily Burt of the Republic Brewing Company! While Republic resi-
dents were caught between two fires and braced to evacuate on short notice, Emily remembered the
collection in the FCHS museum and packed the smaller and more valuable items for evacuation.
Fortunately it didn't come to that but Emily's thought and effort are greatly appreciated.

Annual Membership Meeting in March

Mark your calendar for March 22. The Ferry County Historical Society's annual Membership Meeting will take
place on that date at 5:30 P.M. at the museum. All members and anyone with an interest in the area's history are wel-
come. This is the meeting where board members are elected. If you are interested in a position on the board, speak
up! This is also the meeting at which we will discuss possible participation in Prospectors' Days and the Ferry
County Fair.

Board meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday of every month at the same time and place and are open to all mem-
bers.

Membership applications are available at the Stonerose Fossil Interpretive Center across from the park in Republic.
Annual dues are payable at the following rates.:

Individual $20.00 Family $30.00 Business $50.00

Donor $100.00 Lifetime membership $500.00

The Ferry County Historical Society is a nonprofit organization (501(3)(c)) which places its primary emphasis o_ri prés'éFVing & ex-
hibiting artifacts related to the rich history of Ferry County. Come and visit our small self-touring museum which is located at 15-
2 N. Kean Street in Republic (across from the city park). Featured are mining and geology displays, a Native American exhibit and
an array of interesting photographs relating to the turn of the century local businesses and activities. Hours are Mon-Sat. from 8
am-5 pm through May. Open daily May-September. Support us by becoming a member today! Board Meetings are the 4th Tues-
day of the month (no December meeting) at 5:30 pm. The public is welcome to attend.



